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Confirmation Sermon on Rev. 2, 10. 


My Dear CHILDREN : — 


The greatest, the most important day of your lives was the day 
when you were baptized in the name of the Triune God.- On that 
day you made a solemn covenant with the great God in heaven. 
You were infants then and could not speak. But your sponsors 
spoke for you, and promised.that you would renounce the devil and 
all his works and all his pomp, and be faithful to the true God. 
That was your part of the covenant. And God promised to be your 
God, and forgive you all your sins, and give you everlasting life. 

But what has been done since that memorable day when you 
made that solemn covenant? Did you keep your promise? Did you 
keep yourselves free from the devil and his works? Did you never 
permit him to seduce you into sin? Did you always deport your- 
selves as God’s faithful children? Must you not admit that often- 
times you have done wrong? that you have been disobedient to your 
parents and masters? that you have sinned in various ways? that 
you have broken the covenant? 

O how sad, my dear children, how sad! Remember what God 
did for you all this time, how He provided for you, how He pro- 
tected your lives, how He loved you and cared for you! And you 
have been so ungrateful to Him. What else should you expect now 
than that He should say to you, “Depart from me, ye evil-doers! 
You have not kept your promise, you have shamefully broken your 
part of the covenant. I shall therefore have nothing to do with you; 
I shall not keep my part of the covenant, I shall neither forgive 
you your sins nor take you into eternal life’? This is what you 
“ would have to expect if God would deal with you according to 
His justice. 

But oh, what a gracious and merciful God! He will not break 
His part of the covenant. He will stand by that covenant and 
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fulfill His promise to the letter. Whosoever is baptized in the name 
of the Triune God, can safely rely on the baptismal grace unto his 
life’s end; and if he does not arrive at the heavenly mansions, it 
is not because God did not want to admit him, but because he him- 
self refuses to enter. Oonfidently you can, therefore, address God 
to-day and renew that baptismal covenant. He will not cast you 
away from His presence. 

And since to-day you are to renew your baptismal covenant, 
this is the second important day of your lives. To-day you intend 
to repeat with your own lips what your sponsors said for you 
when you were baptized. To-day you intend to promise faithful- 
ness unto death. 

Now, to prepare your hearts for this important act, let me call 
your attention to, and briefly explain, a passage of Scripture which 


you must never forget as long as you live. It is contained in the 


book of Revelations, second chapter, tenth verse, and reads: “Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” In 
the name of the Lord God, who made heaven and earth, and by the 
aid of His Holy Spirit I shall endeavor to impress on the mind of 
every one of you the words: 


BE THOU FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH! 


and I shall explain, 
1. What is the meaning of these words, and 


2. What the consequence will be if you remain faithful unto 
death. 


1. 


“Be thou faithful unto death.” What is the meaning of these 
words? To comprehend the true meaning of these words, you must 
know, first of all, to whom you should be faithful. It is your dear 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It is He who loved you from the 
foundation of the world, before you were born into this life. It 
is your best Friend, to whom you owe all those good things which 
thus far you have enjoyed. It is He who for your sakes descended 
from the throne of His divine glory and came into this world to 
live among us, who loved each and every one of you so dearly that 
He sacrificed His very life for you on the cross, and shed the last 
drop of His precious blood for you that He might atone for your 
sins. It is that dear Savior who is exalted and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty, that glorious Savior who 
is being adored by all the holy angels in heaven. He it is to whom 
you should be faithful. 

And what does it mean to be faithful? The prime and literal 
meaning of the word faithful is, to be full of faith. You are to 
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retain the faith, to keep the faith, not to lose the faith in your 
beloved Savior. “Be thou faithful unto death!” Would to God that 
I could inseribe these words on your hearts with indelible letters 
so that you could never in your lives forget them, even though 
you should try to banish them from your memory! Keep the 
faith! Sacrifice your life and all before you would sacrifice the 
faith in Jesus the Savior! Jesus is the dearest Treasure on earth, 
more valuable than gold, and silver, and pearls, and diamonds, and 
all that is precious to man. Whosoever possesses this Treasure, 
whosoever believes with a true heart in Jesus, the Son of God and 
Savior of the World, let him be ever so poor, he is richer than kings 
and millionaires; let him be ever so unfortunate, he is happier than 
the children of this world in their revelries; let him be ever so much 
despised by men, he is honored before God. Children, consider him 
your worst enemy who will attempt to take away from you the faith, 
because he seeks to destroy the welfare of your immortal souls. 

You are now to enter upon the world, and you will meet with 
all sorts of people. Among these there will be many wicked persons. 
You will meet with men who are coworkers with the devil, who will 
feel delighted to see you come to ruin, who will make it their aim 
and object to seduce you into great shame and vice to share their 
condemnation. Others will approach you in a more subtle way. They 
will tell you that this is an age of enlightenment and progress, that 
so many things in the Bible cannot be true. Even such as claim 
to be Christians will lay snares for you. They will tell you that 
you hardly knew what you were doing the day when you were con- 
firmed, and that your confirmation vow, therefore, is not binding. 
False prophets will approach you under the cover of sheep’s clothing, 
and try their utmost to entice you away from the church of your 
fathers. 

O my dear children, stand firm, stand firm, when these tempta- 
tions come! Keep the faith! Do not let Satan, the world, or your 
own sinful flesh triumph! Be faithful to your Savior! And if you 
remain faithful to your Savior, you will be faithful in everything 
that pertains to your Christian calling: faithful in the performance 
of your duty; faithful to your neighbor; faithful under the cross 
which you must bear; faithful in prayer; faithful in attending the 
divine services; faithful in a frequent participation in the Lord’s 
Supper; faithful in all Christian virtues. 

But, my dear children, thousands have made the same solemn 
promise which you are making to-day, and they were faithful for 
a short time. Then they became worldlings and never returned, 
never rose from their fall, and were lost forever. Shall such a thing 
happen to any of you? God forbid! Children, if ever you should 
stumble and fall, do not remain on the broad way that leads to 


52 CONFIRMATION SERMON ON REV. 2, 10. 


the abyss of eternal damnation. Return, return! Do not despair 
like Judas, but return in true repentance like Peter. Return like 
the prodigal son, and the divine Shepherd will receive you with 
joy and forgive you all your transgressions. And thus you will be 
faithful unto death. 

2. 


And what will be the consequence if you remain faithful unto 
death? “And I will give thee a crown of life,” says the Lord. 

A crown! My dear children, do you hear that? A crown! Now 
you know what a crown is. It is the head-dress of kings, queens, 
emperors, and the like. It is generally made of solid gold and 
studded with pearls and precious stones. Now if you will be faithful 
unto death, the consequence will be that God will give you a crown. 
He will honor and distinguish you as if you were kings and queens. 

But not a corruptible crown will He give you, not a crown 
made of perishable things, such as gold and precious stones. For 
what benefit would you have of such an earthly crown after death? 
What good does a king’s crown do him when he lies cold and motion- 
less, stretched upon the bier? God will give you a different crown, 
a crown that is more valuable and precious than all the crowns and 
kingdoms of this world put together. He will give you a crown of 
life. A wonderful crown! After death you shall be adorned with 
a crown of life. You are living now, but you are not now enjoying 
perfect life. Your life upon this earth is full of woe and misery. 
You will feel that the more the older you grow, and death, you 
know, will have to come at last. But let death come, my dear 
children, you need not fear the King of Terrors. True life, perfect 
life, shall begin from the moment you breathe your last. Your 
immortal souls shall be translated into the paradise of heaven. 
There you shall see God. There you shall see your Savior Jesus 
in whom you trusted and believed. There you shall meet the saints 
who went before you. There you shall be unspeakably happy and 
enjoy the things which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, but which God hath prepared 
for them that love Him. 

Behold, then, this happiness, this heavenly delight, this bliss, 
which will last throughout eternity, this is the crown of life which 
God will give and present to you, not because you earned and de- 
served it by your faithfulness, but of His own free grace and 
mercy in the Savior Jesus. 

Strive for that crown, hold fast that which you have, and you 
will be able to say with St. Paul: “I have fought a good fight; I 
have finished my course; I have kept the faith. Henceforth is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness.” Amen. EH. S. 
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Sermon for Good Friday. 
Luke 23,, 35. 


We are standing in a consecrated hour under the cross. Whilst, 
owing to the changes of time and the havoc of conquest, the exact 
spot is not known, yet, in spirit, Calvary is the meeting-place, the 
spiritual center and focus of the world. It was to that sacred knoll 
that the eyes of the ancestor of our race were directed when in 
Paradise Lost he comforted himself with the promise of a coming 
Redeemer; it was of that mount that Abraham had a prophetic 
foresight when climbing Moriah to offer up his well-beloved Isaac; 
and Moses, man of God, looked out, in vision, from the brazen serpent 
erected in the wilderness to a scene of which that was only the shadow 
and the type. And as these Old Testament saints looked forward, so 
we in devotion to-day look backward. On Good Friday, Christen- 
dom’s most solemn day, we take our stand upon that “green hill far 
away without a city wall’ to meditate upon the scene > that there 
occurred. And what did there occur? 

That spectacle opens to our view a sight such as our world has 
witnessed but once, and shall never witness again. Jesus Christ, 
the reputed son of Joseph and Mary, who had grown up from infancy 
in favor with God and man, who had spent the best years of His 
life in a course of unwearied and unequaled benevolence, — working 
deeds of kindness and miracles of love, — He in whose mouth guile 
was never found, after a shameful betrayal and a mockery of a trial, 
had been handed over to the doom of crucifixion. We are at no loss 
to know how and what was done to Him. Strong nails riveted His 
body to the wooden fabric, stripping the flesh from His hands and 
His feet; life’s blood was slowly and painfully, drop by drop, 
reddening the cross, thirst was burning up the victim with internal 
fire, while the heat of an Oriental sun was sending down its scorching 
shafts. More painful agony, greater dying torture there was not. 
Such was the spectacle, and who were the spectators? Our text 
says: “And the people stood beholding.” There, of course, im- 
mediately at hand, were the Roman soldiers— the executioners of 
the bloody deed. Back of them, eagerly pressing forward, with a 
glare of fiendish satisfaction, whose are those dark faces? These 
are the heads of the people of Israel, the chief priests, the scribes 
and elders, the kinsmen by blood of Him who hangs upon the cross. 
Again, another class of spectators are those who, attracted by the 
commotion and the noise, had followed the procession and now stood 
with curious eyes and gaping mouths, wondering at the mild majesty 
of the Sufferer and the bitter feelings against Him. And last, but 
not least, there stands by, watching with tears the mournful tragedy, 
a little group of those who had known and loved Him. A typical 
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assembly. Nor was the scene they witnessed unworthy of their 
looking on. 

True, to the eyes of sense it was only a criminal or slave 
suffering death in the most inglorious and base form that human 
ingenuity’and cruelty could devise. But below and in mysterious 
union with that fleshly form of humanity now quivering all over with 
anguish was the Being who first studded yon azure firmament with 
stars, who made creation with its boundless beauty and magnificence 
out of nothing, —the great I Am, who filleth all space with His 
presence as He controls it with His power. It was He who, to rescue 
a sinful race of His creatures, enshrined Himself in that body that 
now, pain-racked and mangled, hung suspended on that cross. Oh, 
how feeble, how well-nigh powerless, is tongue to express, is mind to 
grasp, Good Friday’s significance and scene! 

The grandest and most striking events which the pen of the 
historian unfolds,—the mighty convulsions which science tells us 
have upheaved and desolated our earth; its exploits, discoveries, and 
achievements, startling, marvelous as they all have been, — compared 
with what was done this day on Calvary’s mount, dwindles down into 
contemptible insignificance, or disappears altogether as a trifling and 
common thing. Not to pass by like other events, leaving only some 
faint traces behind, was to be that Good Friday’s happening. It was 
to leave the deepest, the most blessed and gracious bearing on all 
succeeding generations, and to stretch forward in its effects to the 
never-ending hereafter. And in that bearing it comes to us. It is 
still true, and among our very selves, that Christ is crucified, and 
the people stand beholding. The cross, not literally or literal Cal- 
vary, but spiritually, is lifted up before Christendom to-day, and 
now, as then, whether they will it or no, every one must take some 
stand, assume some attitude over against it. What attitude may men 
assume? Which is the proper one? My beloved, the twentieth 
century is only the echo of the first. The sentiments that prevailed 
then prevail now. There are those who, like those Roman mercenaries, 
gambling under the Savior’s cross for His garments, besotted souls, 
care not for the solemn transaction of Calvary’s cross; people that 
are satisfied with a little pelf to supply them garment for their 
backs and food and drink for their stomach, and the rest is nothing 
to them but sentimentalism and bosh, as far above their spiritual 
horizon as the heavens above the earth, groveling worms of clay, 
cold and calloused souls. Again, not so wretched, yet much akin, 
are those who correspond to the curious strangers at the cross. They 
have some little emotion in the matter, they have heard of this Holy 
One of Israel, and have some sort of respect for His character and 
His claims. Good Friday, they know, stands for something that 
connects with man’s salvation, they may even externally conform 
to some of its hallowed customs,— but there it ends; the real soul 
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substance of the matter,—of attending Good Friday’s service, of 
bending the knee in worship at the cross, of acknowledging Christ’s 
claims and kingship over them,—their minds are locked against 
the thought, and, for all practical purposes, act as if such things 
were not. 

There is but one right and proper way to regard that Calvary 
scene if it is to mean profit to your soul. That is the manner in- 
dicated by those who looked on with deep loving interest and com- 
passion. And when do we so regard the cross? Let me ask you, 
What brought Him to the cross? The bitter malice of the chief 
priests and Jewish rulers, the treachery of Judas, the unjust sen- 
tence of Pontius Pilate? When the soldiers came to seize Him, 
and one of His disciples, eager to defend Him, drew a sword and 
wounded a servant of the high priest, Jesus said to him: “Put up 
thy sword into its place! Thinkest thou that I cannot pray to my 
Father, and He shall presently give me more than twelve legions of 
angels?’ A word from those omnipotent lips, a glance: from those 
eyes, would have overwhelmed them with confusion and death. No, 
it was not Judas, nor the chief priests, nor Pilate, nor the Roman 
soldiers that really crucified Jesus; they clearly were but the in- 
struments. The great procuring, effecting cause — what was it? It 
is not a mere figure of speech when the poet, asking: 

Who is it that afflicts Thee, 
My Savior, what dejects Thee 
And causeth all Thy woe? 


answers: : ‘ 
. I, many times transgressing, 


In number far surpassing 

The sand upon the coast, 

I thus the cause have given 
That Thou with grief art riven, 
And the afflicted martyr host. 


The sins of those who had ‘lived before He came, the sins of those 
living at that time, the sins of those who have lived during these 
twenty centuries since, and of all who shall live on the earth here- 
after, your sins, mine— these sins it was that pierced His temples 
through the thorny crown, that exposed Him to the mockery and 
insults of the rabble and at last nailed Him to the tree, that wrung 
from Him the bitter ery: “My God... me?’ The real purpose of 
our Lord’s incarnate life and painful death was-—be it ever re- 
membered —to atone for sin. This is Good Friday’s significance. 
Only if these are our feelings can we go back in thought to Calvary 
and properly stand beholding. To the man or woman who has no 
conviction or abhorrence of sin the cross of Christ is devoid of all 
real interest and value. He may read of it, he may hear it preached 
in all its fullness, faithfully and affectionately, may be able to bring 
the entire scene before his mind in the most lively and impressive 
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colors, and yet with no sense of guilt, of regret and remorse over 
sin, he will stand there in thought, beholding either, like the priests, 
with bitter malice, or, like the strangers, with cold indifference and 
unconcern, not like Mary and the beloved disciples, with fond affec- 
tion and sympathizing sorrow. That, alone, however, is the Good 
Friday attitude. Is it yours? Is it with such convictions that you 
are standing to-day under the cross? If so, two things follow: first, 


gratitude. 
Well might we hide our blushing face 


While His dear cross appears, 
Dissolve our heart in thankfulness, 
And melt our eyes in tears. 

But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
’Tis all that I can do. 

“This did I for thee; what dost thou for me?” 

That cross has put us under everlasting obligation, made us 
permanent debtors. Washed in that precious blood, redeemed from 
sins by His innocent suffering and death—the least return we can 
make is devotion of ourselves to Him and His cross forever. Then« 
do we enter into the spirit of that Calvary scene, when, coming, we 
bring along with us all that we have and all that we possess, and 
stand ready, for His sake, to leave it there, —it’s His, — subject to 
His direction, His call, His kingdom. Take it, Lord, and let it be 
consecrated unto Thee! Have you ever put yourself, and what is 
yours, in the light of the cross? 

The other influence that connects with a proper Good Friday 
attitude is this: 

Grant that I Thy passion view 
With repentant grieving, 

Not Thee crucify anew 

By unholy living. 

How could I refuse to shun 
Every sinful pleasure 

Since for me God’s only Son 
Suffered without measure? 

If it be so that the Eternal Word in human form did undergo 
all that the Scripture says He did, in order that men, that I, might 
be delivered, first of all, from sin’s guilt, and then from sin’s power 
and sin’s penalty; if this be so, as with the New Testament, God’s 
Word, in my hands it is impossible to doubt, then how can I suffer 
that same evil thing to prevail in me? How love or tolerate that for 
which Jehovah’s equal and fellow, even the incarnate Son of God, 
laid down His life? God help me to avoid everything whereby I 
might pain my blessed Savior, hate whatever I know to be opposed 
to God’s will. With such sentiments prevailing, Good Friday will be 
indeed a good Friday unto your souls. Thus beholding, it will be 
a look unto eternal life. Amen. LB, 
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Sermon on 1 John 5, 9—12. 


In the days of old, Satan and his hosts persecuted the Church 
of God with fire and sword, and threatened those who would remain 
faithful to their God with torture and death. Those were days 
which tried the Christians’ faith. For if they would freely confess 
their Savior’s name before men, they would be hounded and persecuted 
as though they were the lowest and vilest of criminals. They would 
be cast into prison and subjected to the most cruel and bloody 
tortures which human ingenuity could devise. And if amid all this 
they remained firm in the confession of their Savior’s name and 
refused to deny the Lord that bought them, they would be led to 
the slaughter by the thousands. 

Yet those dark days of suffering were days of glorious victory 
and sweetest triumph to the Church. For on the wings of angels 
the martyrs’ souls were borne homeward, homeward from the filthy 
dungeon to the mansions of their Father’s house, homeward from the 
land of bondage to the freedom of the saints in glory. 

Nor did their death leave vacancies in the Church of God. It 
has been fitly said that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church. For as their life-blood flowed from deep and cruel wounds, 
the haters and persecutors of the Christian religion heard from their 
lips the praises of their God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And 
many a time did the hangmen of to-day become the martyrs of 
to-morrow. Thus, when Christians died for their faith’s sake, souls 
were added to the Church in heaven, and souls were added to the 
Church on earth. The martyrs’ death was a double victory, a doubly 
sweet triumph of the cause of the cross. And in the days of severest 
persecution the Church has gained its greatest victories. The hang- 
men’s arms grew weary, and their axes became dull, but the number 
of Christians increased continually. 

Those days of persecution are now gone by. It is not by any 
means the smallest of God’s blessings that we are allowed to worship 
Him according to the dictates of our own consciences. And es- 
pecially in this country have we reason to thank God that we have 
a government which does not overstep its bounds by dabbling in 
religion. 

But are there no more battles for us to fight? Are there no 
more victories for us to win? Are the days of warfare passed? 
Do Satan and his allies no longer assail us? Has the roaring lion 
been changed into a meek and gentle lamb? Has the devil ceased 


‘his enmity against Christ? 


No; let us not be deceived! Satan may have changed his way 
of fighting, but he has not changed his nature. He may have learned 
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the folly of persecuting the Church with fire and sword, but he has 


not learned to love the Word ‘of the Cross. And if the warfare 
between the Church and the powers of darkness ever ceases, it is 
not because Satan has surrendered, but because the Church has gone 
to sleep, because those who were the children of God— and. some 
of them may still be Christians—have listened to false prophets 
crying, “Peace, peace!” when there is no peace. But the words of 
Christ are as true now as they ever were: “Your adversary, the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour,” 1 Pet. 5, 8. Satan’s purpose is always the same, viz., to 
destroy Christ’s kingdom on earth, to lead man into damnation. But 
his methods may differ according to time and circumstances. He 
always, first of all, looks upon man, and considers how he may lead 
each one into hell-fire most easily. Some he drags into open sin and 
shame; others he tries to lead into knowingly and willingly denying 
the Word of God. But there are some that want to be religious, that 
wish to worship God, and these he will try to fill with such religion 
as leads into’ damnation; such he tries to lead into worship which 
looks like the worship of God, but is, in reality, idolatry, 2 e., wor- 
shiping false gods, worshiping idols. 

And it is against delusion of this latter kind that God would 
warn us in our to-night’s text. For there He tells us that not all 
religion is true religion which leads into Paradise, but that there is 
religion also which, instead of saving, will lead into hell-fire. And 
such is all religion which does not recognize Christ, the Son of God, 
as the only Savior of all mankind. Let us, therefore, now learn 
from our text that 


“HE THAT HATH NOT THE SON OF GOD HATH NOT LIFE,” \ 
a truth which applies 


1. To those who deny the divinity of Christ, and 
2. To those who deny redemption through Christ. 


1. 

We ask, first of all: What kind of religion is it that does not 
save, but condemn? Our text answers: “He that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life.” According to this statement, all such religion 
cannot save as has not the Son of God. 

Thus, then, in the first place, these words condemn every form 
of religion which does not recognize the fact that God is triune, 
i. e., three in one. For those who deny that God is triune deny also 
this, that Jesus Christ is the Only-begotten of the Father, that in 
the fullness of time the eternal Lord Jesus Christ has become man 
to suffer and to die for us, and that by His suffering and death He 
has redeemed us from sin, death, and damnation. And if they deny 
all this, they surely cannot say that they have the Son of God. 


: 
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And if they have not the Son of God, all their worship is idolatry. 
Their religion cannot save, but must condemn. For there is no 
salvation without Christ. ; 

However, this is one of the more honest and open forms of 
unbelief. For if some one tells me, “I do not believe in Jesus 
Christ,” then I know that that man’s religion is poison for my soul. 
And I must be on my guard lest he come and lead me into damnation. 
His religion is unbelief, unbelief which must damn him. But it 
is at least honest enough to show its colors and to say what it is. 
And oh, that all unbelief were open and honest! 

But there are more subtle, more treacherous kinds. And these 
are the more dangerous because they do not come out honestly with 
their enmity against Christ, but, while trying to wear the coat of 
innocency, they lead the Christian away from his God quietly and 
unbeknown to himself. — There are those who band themselves to- — 
gether, often for other than religicus purposes. But in order to give 
their association a better appearance in the sight of man, and in 
order to draw in the unsuspecting child of God, they must have a 
little religion, and if it were only an opening and, perhaps, a closing 
prayer; but a little religion they must have. | . 

Now let us go and ask them, “You have religion; tell us, do 
you have Christ?” and they will answer, “Why, of course, we ask 
God for His blessings upon our work. But we do not exclude any 
one on account of his creed. Our religious platform is such that 
men of every creed can stand upon it. As long as one believes in 
a Supreme Being or in the Maker of the universe, it is all right.” 

Now, this sounds very nice. But God must be the final Judge. 
What does He say? His Word is clear and strong: “He that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life.” Now, do they have the Son 
of God? Let us see! There are some creeds which do not include 
Jesus Christ. Take, for instance, the Jew of our day; take the 
Unitarian and the Universalist. All these do not believe that Jesus 
Christ is true God, our only Savior. But the religious platform of 
these associations is such that also Jews and Unitarians can stand 
upon it. Then, can that platform include Christ, the Christ of the 
Bible? Would a Jew stand upon a platform which confesses that 
Jesus is Lord? Would a Unitarian or a Universalist stand upon 
a platform which confesses that the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son, cleanseth us from all sin? Then, does that religious platform 
have Christ? Are their prayers addressed to Christ? Is it not true 
that in their prayers the name of Christ is avoided? Is it not true 
also that, if they read a Scripture lesson, — and many of them do, — 
they will be careful to select such a lesson in which the name of 
Christ does not occur? Yea, in some cases they will go so far as 
to cut the name of Christ out of a lesson in which it does occur. 
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And now we ask, Have they Christ? Have they the Son of 
God? Judge for yourselves, my friends! Must we not say — 
indeed, if they are honest, must not they themselves confess — that 
they have not Christ? Then they have not eternal life. That is 
not my opinion; that is not what man says. That is what God says. 
Open your own Bible and see. 1 John 5, 12 says: “He that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life.” 

Or would they say, “Well, we do this as a body, but for our- 
selves we may still believe in Christ”? That is conceding that, as 
a body, they have not Christ, that, as a body, they have not life. 
And can they be surprised if Christ will judge them by the company 
they keep? Or who is responsible for that which a body does, if 
not its members? Who is the body but they who belong to it? 
And can we imagine that God would send the body into hell-fire, 
but take the members into heaven ? 

Now, we will say that it is true that many a dear child of God 
strays into such company, and really does not know what he is 
doing. There are those to whom I would, without a moment’s 
hesitation, extend the hand of fellowship, of brotherhood in Christ, 
but who have yet lost themselves into company of that kind. And 
I would do it gladiy, and thank God that their faith is stronger 
than their eyesight, and that God has still kept them in His grace 
amid the ungodly examples. 

But yet I would tell them, “Brethren, you are sinning. You 
are in bad company. Flee from their midst before it is too late!” 
Why would I speak thus? Because it is not enough that we our- 
selves believe in Christ, but we must also confess His name before 
men. Christ says: “Whosoever shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But 
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before 
my Father which is in heaven,” Matt. 10, 32. 33. In company of 
that kind we cannot confess Christ, but must deny Him. And now 
Christ tells us that if we deny Him before men, He will deny us 
before His Father. If we are unwilling or afraid to confess at all 
times: “Christ is God; He is my Savior, He is mine,” then Christ 
will not say on Judgment Day: “These are mine; I have bought 
them; they have believed in me and confessed my name.” Then, 
can we expect to be saved? Do you see how dangerous a thing 
it is to join in, yea, to encourage, the prayer of those who have 
not Christ? 

Or would we say: “But they all worship the Father. They all 
worship the Maker of the universe. They all confess that they be- 
lieve in a Supreme Being. Is not that better than not to worship 
at all?” What does Christ say? He tells us, John 5, 23, that it is 
the will of the Father that “all men should honor the Son even 
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as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth 
not the Father which hath sent Him.” 

Here is a clear command of God: “All men should honor the 
Son.” Thus it is not left to our pleasure whether we want to 
honor the Son. God has commanded: All men should honor the 
Son. They should honor Him just as much as they honor the 
Father. This command is given that we should obey it. And if 
any one refuses and says, “I will honor the Father, but I will not 


-honor the Son,” what do we call that? Is it too strong to say that 


that man is disobeying God’s command, that he is willfully re- 
belling against God? 

And it is not so by any means that such worship is better 
than no worship at all. Why? Because Christ says: “He that 
honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father which hath sent 
Him.” Now, then, if they do not honor Christ, do they honor the 
Father? Does the Father accept their prayer as a prayer to Him? 
Christ says they honor not the Father. But whom do they honor? 
They pray, they worship. Whom do they worship? Such a God 
as they worship does not exist. The only God that exists is the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Then tell me, what do we call such 
worship, if men worship one as God who is not God? What does 
the Bible call it? What was the worship of the Jews when they 
knelt before the golden calf and worshiped it though it was not 
God? What was the worship of Baal’s prophets when they cried 
unto Baal who was not God? Is it not called worshiping other, 
false, gods? Was it not worshiping idols? Was it not idolatry? 
Then, whose sin is greater, the sin of Israel before the golden calf, 
or the sin of those who in our days pray to a god who is not Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost? They have not the Son of God, neither have 
they the Father. They have not life. 


2. 

But not all who confess that God is a triune God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, do really have the Son of God and eternal life. 
For when our text uses the expression “to have the Son of God,” 
it means more. And what it means is seen from the fact that it 
describes those who have not the Son of God as such who believe 
not the record “that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life 
is in His Son,” v. 11. Thus, a person may call Jesus the Son of 
God, and he may speak very sweet and beautiful words concerning 
Christ, and yet he may not be a Christian nor have eternal life. 
For, in order to be Christians and the children of God, we must 
believe that God has given to us eternal life in His Son Jesus Christ. 

There are those who would tell us that “it does not make any 
differenee what one believes as long as he tries to do right” We 
know that also Christians at times use these words, but really do 
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not know what they say, nor believe what these words really express. 
They simply use them because they have heard others say the same 
thing, and “it sounded so nice.” But if God’s Word is true, it is 
also true that a child of God should never say anything of the kind. 
If God’s Word is true, it is also true that any one who really be- 
lieves that it makes no difference what one believes as long as he 
tries to do right, is not a child of God, is not a Christian. 

For let us examine these words in the light of the Bible. Tell 
“me, where does the Bible say, It makes no difference what one 
believes? I have been unable to find any such statement in the 
Bible. But I have found such statements as: “Thy faith hath 
saved thee,” Luke 7, 50; “By grace are ye saved through faith,” 
Eph. 2, 8; “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved,” Acts 16, 31; “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified 
by faith,’ Rom. 3, 28; “He that believeth not shall be damned,” 
Mark 16, 16; and our text says: “He that believeth not God hath 
made Him a liar,” v. 10. Does this sound as though it made no 
difference what one believes? 

But if one tries to do right, will he not be saved? God will 
judge us. And in the Bible He tells us how He will judge. And 
where does He say that a man shall be saved if he tries to do right? 
The Bible has no such statement as, “Try to do this, and thou 
shalt live.’ The Bible asks more. We must not only try, but we 
must actually do right. Christ says: “This do, and thou shalt live,” 
Luke 10, 28. This, all of this, this do—not only try to do, but 
actually do it. The Bible says: “Whosoever shall keep the whole 
Law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all,” James 2, 10. 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect,” Matt. 5, 48. So the Bible demands that we should be 
perfect, as perfect as God in heaven is perfect. And what man is 
perfect? The Bible says: “There is not a just man upon earth 
that doeth good and sinneth not,” Eecl. 7, 20. And now the Bible 
tells us what must be the lot of those who fall short of the demands 
of the Law. For we read: “Cursed be he that confirmeth not all 
the words of the Law to do them,” Deut. 27, 26. Then, do you 
think that any one will go to heaven by trying to do right? 

And if any one thinks that it makes no difference what he be- 
lieves as long as he tries to do right, he is turning his back upon 
Christ, the only open door to heaven, and seeking to enter by the 
Law, which must sentence him unto eternal torment. That man is 
not a Christian; he has not Christ. For St. Paul says: “Ye are 
severed from Christ, ye who would be justified by the Law; ye 
are fallen from grace,” Gal. 5, 4. (Rev. Version.) Thus, all those 
who think, that their trying to do right will save them, all these 
have not the Son of God, have not life, are lost. 


ee 


SERMON ON 1 JoHN 5, 9—12. 63 


And now we should always show that we have Christ, that we have 
known and believed that we are saved through His death, and that 
His blood cleanseth us from all sin. And we should be the bolder 
in confessing the truth because of the boldness of those who deny it. 
And there are many who do so deny. 

Take an example. A man dies who, it is true, has always been 
an honest and virtuous man. But he did not believe that his sins 
are forgiven for Christ’s sake, and that heaven is his because the 
Son of God died for him. That man is lost. No power in heaven 
or earth will change that. That is not my opinion; it is God’s 
Word, which says: “He that believeth not shall be damned,” 
Mark 16, 16. 

But now come his associates and bury him with pomp. And 
they will stand at his grave and say—and say it publicly — that 
that man is saved. They may not use those words; they may ex- 
press it in a hundred different ways. But say it they do. And 
perhaps they must, or think they must, because he has been in their 
association. But what is this but a slap in our Savior’s face? For 
Christ has said: “He that believeth not shall be damned,” Mark 16, 16. 
That man did not believe; therefore Christ says he is lost. But 
they come and say, “He is saved.” Is not this denying that Jesus 
alone is our Redeemer and our Judge? Yet, often Christians take 
part in such ceremonies and see not that they are crucifying Christ 
anew. Verily, a sight to make angels weep. 

Yea, it happens that Christian pastors, men whose duty it is 
to warn the sinner, will be so weak and blind as to do likewise. 
A man may die who has not loved Christ, has not believed in Him, 
has despised the Word of God—a man who has lived and died 
without Christ. But when he is dead, the pastor, the public servant 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, is expected to come and bury him. Why, 
I do not know. For if a man has no need of the Word of God 
until he has by unbelief and death entered into eternal damnation, 
a Christian funeral will not open the doors of hell for his escape. 
Of course, a pastor will not be popular with the world if he refuses. 
But this is a glorious opportunity of confessing the truth, and of 
doing it in such a way that the whole town will talk of it. Here 
is a glorious opportunity of confessing that there is salvation in 
none other, neither is there any other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved, save only the name Jesus 
Christ. Here is a golden opportunity of warning all that, if they 
despise God’s mercy while they live, the doors of grace will be 
closed against them forever when they have died. But if a Christian 
pastor, a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, then cringes in fear 
before men and accords a Christian funeral to one who has lived 
and died without Christ, he thereby denies the truth, denies his 
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Savior, brings disgrace upon all Christendom and upon the holy 


ministry, leads others into the same sin with himself. What will 
be his reward ? 


A few words more. Some there are who will concede that 


there is no salvation without Christ. They want to have the Son < 


of God. But, oh, it is so hard to break with the world! Therefore 
they will try to serve both, Christ and the world. They want to 
‚stand in the congregation of the righteous, and yet take part in the 
world’s denial of Christ. But that will never do. We cannot fight 
on both sides. Christ says: “He that is not with me is against me,” 
Matt. 12, 30. Therefore we must, — if we love our souls’ salvation, — 
we must take a firm stand on the side of Christ. It is true, we 
shall then have to bear the enmity of the world, we shall have to 
bear the shame and contempt of the cross of Christ. But the hour 
of triumph will come, the hour of triumph for us, and for those who 
through our confession have been led into the way of truth; whereas, 
if we seek the favor of the world and earthly gain, and for its sake 
give up our Savior’s grace, there will be a short time of earthly joy 
and gain, perhaps, but, oh! a long eternity of bitter woe for us, 
and for those who through our example have been led astray. 
However, I will not speak longer of God’s wrath and fearful 
threats of dire punishment upon all who walk not in His ways. 
For I am not speaking to unbelievers, to such as must be driven 
like cattle. I am speaking to the children of God, to those in whom 
our Savior and all the angels of God rejoice. I am speaking to those 
who have known their Savior, and love Him dearly, and glory in 
His righteousness. For you, the redeemed of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the children of the living God, for you I have from the hand of our 


Father a word of kindly invitation, a word of loving promise. It ~ 


is this: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? and what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
and what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are 
the temple of the living God, as God hath said, I will dwell in them 
and walk in them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive 
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord. Almighty,” 2 Cor. 6, 14—17. . Amen. 
FW. 0% 


NOTE. 


The unsigned Lenten Outlines in our last issue should be credited to 
L. B., as in the preceding issue. 


